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Experiment with flower colours at home

You need:

L:{ower pe‘cals - ved, puwp]e or blue ones work well. On’q pic|<L petais Fﬁom a iiving plan{: hE the owner says it is QK
A mortar and pestle. H: you don't have one, you need a zip}octfL Eag, a hammer, and a board to hammer on.

\Y/a‘ceﬁ

2 teaspoons or other small $poOrS.
A Jwinking g’ass.

White ice cube tray, or empty white sqrofcoam egg carton
2 ciwoppem (e.g. children's medicine onppem)

\/inegm”

Bal{mg soda (noé Baking powa‘ew}

1. Make petal juice.
Dm‘: sevevaI p@‘ca‘s in Jc"xe mortar aai@l a 'i"tﬂe water and gvincl until U’»e water Is ag atawLL as %Lwe pe{:als.

A'tewna‘cive!q, put your Hower peta}g ina zip*ock Eag.

Squeeze the air out o][ the Eag, close it, and laq the Eag on the board.

Use the hammer to smash the pe’ca{s in the Eag}‘ Keep 'mmmewing until %eq are pulp.

w%en all the pe"tals are pu‘p, open the Eag and add 5 teaspoons O]C water:

Hold the Eag between your ]Cingem and thumbs and rub the pe{:ais until the water is as dark as the petaig.

2. Make different flower colours.

Hahf )Ei” the giass with water
A&U one teaspoon o]E IoaLLimg soda and stir it in. —Hﬂs is your "Ealﬂng soda solution”, a base.

Use a clean teaspoon to put pe%aj juice into some oqE the wells O]E the white tray.
Use the a‘roppevs to slowtq add either Eaking soda soution (Ease) or vinegar (an acid} to them.
TT”LJ aaéo}ing more or fewer Ofmps to make alhq:even*; colours. Foq c%anging the colours back and Foﬁ:%. Expeﬂmenf!

What's going on?

Some coloured chemicals in Howem can change colour - %eq are pin(ﬁ/real/owange in acid and

puwple/glue/gmen in base.

go }qowers can make some o{: their aliFFevenJc colours Eq Lmving afiH:e"r»ent levels O]E acid or base in
their pei:a's.




